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G-natural, repeated by the cornets in E. He sees a whole nature illuminated in turn by dazzling jets of light darkened by clouds of melancholy, inspirited by heavenly strains."
" Beethoven is outclassed by the new school," said the ballad-monger scornfully.
" Beethoven is not yet understood," said the Count. " How, then, can he be excelled? "
Here Gambara drank a large glass of champagne, accompanying his libation with a covert glance of approval.
" Beethoven," the Count went on, " has extended the limits of instrumentation, and, as yet, none have followed in his path."
Gambara assented with a slight nod.
" His works are specially remarkable for simplicity of construction and for the manner in which the theme is worked out," continued the Count. " In the works of most composers the instrumentation is vague and at random, an incoherent blending for a specious effect; they do not carry forward the progression of the harmony .in the movement by any regularity and system. Whereas, Beethoven assigns to each part its tone-quality from the inchoation. The same as various regiments assist by disciplined movements in the winning of a battle, so do the various orchestral scores of a symphony by Beethoven obey the general command for the interest of the whole, and are subordinate to an admirably conceived plan.
" In this respect he may be likened to another genius. We often find in Walter Scott's noble historical romances that the personage who appears to have less to do with the action of the story than any other character is, at the proper moment, brought forward, and leads up to the climax by threads woven into the plot."
" E vcro! " said Gambara, whose common sense seemed to return inversely to his spbriety.
Being anxious to test the musician still further, Andrea for the nonce abandoned his own predilections and proceeded to attack Rossini's European reputation. He disputed the position which the Italian school had captured by storm, night after night for thirty years on a hundred stages. He